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Looking Back 

 As I reflect on my learning in this summer’s MAET cohort, it may be unnerving to 

discover that despite being in an Educational Technology program, most of the learning that has 

stuck with me has little to do with actual technology tools at all.  Though initially surprising to 

think from an outside point of view, it makes perfect sense when described in terms of TPACK.  

Before I can begin to think about how to help others integrate technology meaningfully in the 

classroom, I need to have the content and pedagogical knowledge of how people learn to support 

the technology decisions that are made. 

Learning as a complex and effortful process 

  One of the most important concepts that embodied the majority of our topics of 

discussion was the understanding that learning is a complex and effortful process. In the day to 

day of teaching, it is easy to forget or disregard the cognitive, sociological and other factors that 

are key in determining whether or not our students actually learn.  

Prior Knowledge and Differentiation 

 In this course, Daniel T. Willingham reintroduced me to the idea of learning as a 

cognitive process and its implications for teachers. The teaching mantras of activating prior 

knowledge and differentiation seemed to take on a new meaning for me through the eyes of 

Willingham. His words, “teachers should reconsider how they encourage their students to think,” 

resonated with me and required that I examine closely what I ask my students to do (Willingham, 

2009, p.3).  



MAET	  YEAR	  TWO	  FINAL	  REFLECTION	   	   3	  

 Students arrive in our classrooms with understandings of the world around them rich in 

both conceptual understandings and misconceptions.  Our Understanding Understanding research 

project allowed me to distinguish just how extensive the influence of our prior knowledge is in 

our conceptual understanding of a topic and how that can lead to misconceptions. As Lee 

Schulman discusses in “Taking Learning Seriously”, our prior knowledge must connect in some 

way to what we already know in order for learning to take place (1999). I think although it seems 

to be common sense in terms of teaching to recognize the importance of prior knowledge, it was 

eye opening to see how difficult it is to actually fully correct a misconception. I know that 

moving forward, I will be reevaluating and redesigning my lessons and units to predetermine 

common student misconceptions and be sure that our learning activities are shaped in a way that 

will address and correct those misconceptions through sustained and deeper study rather than a 

one time explanation of the facts.  

 In our 3x3x3 videos, we explored learning as a cognitive process with an emphasis on 

making new knowledge meaningful so that it can be learned (Willingham, 2009). In order to 

make this new knowledge meaningful, students need to connect with the material. It must be 

authentic and have real world application via connection with the learner’s prior knowledge, 

interest, abilities or preferences. This explanation coupled with the “long-tail effect” research 

helped me more fully understand why differentiated instruction works from a cognitive 

perspective. It also reminds me of the many considerations that I need to have while designing 

lessons that will support all learners.   

Using Learning Theories to Support Teaching 
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 Another key idea that I took away from this semester is that I need to focus on using 

theory to support my teaching. As emphasized by Levstik and Barton, “theory allows teachers to 

separate ideas that teach something important from those that are simply cute, novel or well-

packaged” (2011, p. 9).  I know that moving forward especially in a leadership and technology 

position, I have to use theory to help validate and support the steps that I take to integrate 

technology and help create meaning and effective learning in all classrooms. When we 

collaborate as professionals, it takes less cognitive effort to focus on those cute, novel learning 

tools so it is important to set forth expectations that will require us to critically reflect and 

connect those tools to deeper learning theories to explain why that particular tool will help 

enhance learning. I also gained a lot of knowledge from discussing what learning does not look 

like through Schulman’s description of amnesia, fantasia, inertia and nostalgia so that I can now 

recognize and acknowledge when my instruction is not working, reflect on why and adapt as 

necessary (1999).  

Leadership Tensions  

 I really enjoyed our discussion of tensions within educational leadership relating to 

technology. The tensions brought up like tradition and change, hallucination versus vision, 

empowerment and limitations in Paulsen’s article were just some of the many tensions that were 

echoed as concerns amongst our colleagues despite the vast array of contexts (2007). I thought 

that even just taking the time to acknowledge those tensions through our brainstorming and 

subsequent leadership tensions photo was extremely valuable in working towards striking a 

balance and finding solutions. In the future, I think it would be beneficial to do an activity like 

this with a staff and administrative support so that those tensions can be acknowledged and 
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potentially addressed rather than staff passing those concerns through the gossip mill or just 

bottling up that frustration within themselves.  

 With the initial inspiration of the leadership tensions discussion, I found the spark to 

ignite my DreamIT project of a differentiated technology professional development plan. 

Although my DreamIT project has allowed for a culmination of many of the topics addressed in 

this course- TPACK, differentiation, motivation, prior knowledge, theory to support teaching- it 

is still the tension of technological hallucination versus technological vision that drove the 

development of my DreamIT project along.  

Motivation 

 Another topic that seemed to be present in almost every aspect of education was 

motivation. Our discussions on behaviorism theories and their appearance in schools in the forms 

of punishment, reward and conditioning defined why reactions are predictable up to a certain 

point and how essential it is to understand the limits and advantages of these principles in 

motivating students to learn in the classroom. I know that I need to strive for a classroom 

environment where tasks are challenging and I place more value on student strategies used to 

solve tasks over the end product (Dweck, 1999). Identifying the three motivational elements of 

autonomy, mastery and purpose created some clarity in my collection of professional frustrations 

and then supported the design decisions behind my DreamIT proposal (Pink, 2009). Moving 

forward, I hope to be able to offer my DreamIT proposal to my administration in effort to 

address issues of teacher motivation and technology. I also acknowledge and value my 

professional motivation needs and will allow them in the future to steer me into a work 

environment that values autonomy, mastery and purpose. 
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Looking Forward 

 My future goals particularly after graduating the MAET program include moving into a 

position where the focus is coaching teachers in designing meaningful instruction while 

weighing the affordances and constraints of technology. I still see a disappointing lack of support 

for the majority of teachers in regards to technology and either an extremely slow or uninformed 

shift towards digital learning in most schools. I hope with the skills and understandings that I 

have gained through the MAET program to become an advocate for harnessing the power of 

technology for more authentic, effective learning experiences in schools. 

MSU MAET Program 

 After completing this summer’s cohort, one of the most beneficial professional 

development resources will be continuing my MAET program by taking a class in the fall and 

spring semesters online and finally completing my program through the study abroad cohort 

option in the summer of 2015.  Despite a little added coursework, I feel it equally valuable that I 

have both the opportunity to study abroad and earn my Educational Technology endorsement in 

addition to my degree.  As an undergraduate alumni of a study abroad program, I understand the 

endless opportunities, connections and experiences that the MAET program will offer and am 

very much looking forward to traveling and learning with the cohort next year.  The program as a 

whole has a seemingly endless network of both great people and great tools that make it easy for 

me to be continually inspired to grow professionally.  

Instructional Design 
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 Moving forward, I would like to continue to build upon making connections between 

what I am practicing in the classroom and learning theory to support it as I referred to previously. 

I now view myself as an instructional designer who is creating effective learning experiences 

through knowledge of best practice pedagogy, content and technology. In order to be able to link 

instruction to best practices, I will depend on both my personal learning network for resources 

and my own educational research with the support of the MSU library.  

Technology Tools 

 As the technology integration specialist in my building, it is an impossible task to keep up 

with every technology tool ever created, but I do make it a goal to continue to make time to 

search for and evaluate as many tools as I can that could work well for teachers. This ensures 

that I can recommend and set up training sessions for these tools. For this reason, I will be 

referencing the Tech Tips Google Doc that we compiled in this course, as it is full of fantastic 

resources from sources I trust that I can recommend to our staff. To build off of that as well, I 

would also like to encourage the development of a Tech Tips shared document amongst the 

educators in my building as yet another way to connect with and harness the power of 

collaboration. I know that in the next five years, I will have to make a conscious effort using 

goals, like my current Tech Tuesday professional development program and a blog, to pursue 

and reflect on new knowledge of the ever evolving selection of technology tools partnered with 

innovative uses. I also have a personal goal of presenting at a professional conference some time 

within the next five years.  

Personal Learning Network 
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 Being the only person teaching in your subject area within your specific context can be 

extremely isolating at times. I have found that whatever the problem or question, my personal 

learning network can help me progress through to a solution or give me fresh perspective in 

some way. Schulman (1999) discusses how learning is enhanced when shared with other learners 

to be examined, disputed and improved and I see that growth within myself through my daily 

interactions with my personal learning network. I continue to grow my personal learning network 

through social media networks like Twitter and Google+ as well as list servs and blogs. Through 

my personal learning network, I always have access to a variety of experts that I may not have 

within my school building or my social group of friends. As a language teacher, to have access to 

authentic resources and speakers from foreign countries through my personal learning network is 

a huge advantage that was indescribably more difficult to establish without the use of 

technology.  

In Conclusion 

 The knowledge I gained from the MAET summer cohort semester is already in action, 

both with plans for application right now and in the future. The focus on TPACK to become a 

designer of learning experiences with the right balance of pedagogy, technology and content has 

enabled me to become a more mindful and effective teacher. The vast knowledge of how people 

learn best that I have explored through this cohort has proved to be fundamental in my views and 

understandings of education and educational technology.  
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